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A closerlook .
at today's
stories
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STAYE GETS MORE ”%“Eﬂi&?é G250 RILLION 1 MELITANRY MONEY

Funds will boost Tinker

with two hangars, clini

The Oklahoma City Air Logistics Center is part of Tinker Air Force Base. Because of a spending bili signed by
President Bush, the base will get two aircraff hangars and a new medical clinic.
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: f___Mlhtary construction projects

} 548 6 mllllon for a three bay, muitl-alrcrc\ft
- ..j.‘mauntenance hangar at Tinker Air Force Base
> $65 million for a new mecllcal/dental chnlc

~at Tinker-

> $9.9 million for -

“a single-bay Air
-Force Reserve
‘maintenance

- hangar at Tinker: -

- > $5.8 miillion to
connect the
McAlester Airmy -

Ammunition

~.Plant by rail to -

;. the depot where

+ the muniticns are

. prepared for
shipment .
¥ $63 million for

“training complex. -

upgrades at
Fort sill
: > $47 million for.
Air Defense Artil-
“ery relocation at
Fort Sill
> $9 miillion for a
child care center

- at Fort Sili-

> $2.8 miliion to
- replace fuel stor-
age dikes at™ -

- Altus Air Force _

“Base
> $10.2 million
for a Consoli-
dated Digital .
Airport Surveil
dance Radar at -
- Altus Air Force
Base '
» $67 million for
an Armed Forces
Reserve Center
“in-Broken Arfow -

‘McAlester Army
‘Ammunition Plant

An- Defense Art[ilery
in Fort Slll "

Altus Aiv Force Base *

"~ » %23 million for an Armed Forces Resewe

Center in Muskogee
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MILITARY | FORT SILL, RESERVE PROJECTS
ALSO WILL BENEFT FROM MEASURE

BY CHRIS CASTEEL

Washington Bureau
ccasteel@opubco.com

WASHINGTON — Tinker
Air Force Base will get two
aireraft hangdrs and a new
medical clinic, and other
Oklahoma military instal-
lations will get upgrades
and additions, because of a
spending bill signed re-
cently by the president.

Continuing construe-
tion to accommeoedate the
Air  Defense  Artillery
School moving to Fort Sill
from Texas is also funded,
as are new Armed Forces
Reserve centers in Musk-
ogee and Broken Arrow.

In all, more than $350
miltion has been atlocated
for Oklahoma military
construction projects over
the next year. The money
was included in a massive
spending bill that funds
defense and homeland se-
curity operations, mikitary
construction and veterans
programs,

Tinker to see changes

Neaily $50 million was
approved for a 164,700~
square-foot hangar at
Tinker that will accom-
modate three aircraft for
maintenance. About $10
million will be spent on a
single-bay hangar for
KC-135 aircraft assigied to
the Air Force Reserve and
Air National Guard.

The new medical clinie
will cost $65 million and
have 156,000 square feet of
medical space and nearly

10,000 square feet of den-
tal space.

Sen. Jim Imhofe, R-
Tulsa, a member of the
Senate Armed Services
Committee, said the fund-
ing bill was #a major victo-

"1y for Tinker Air Force

Base and ali of Oklahoma’s
military installations.

“It) fully funds key
readiness programs to en-
sure our Air Force and Na-
vy personnel at Tinker are
fully trained and equipped
for combat and peace-
time operations. It fully
funds flying hours of all
the aircraft stationed at
Tinker, ... Finally, this bifl
net only fully fumds depot
maintenance at T'inker but
it also contitiues funding
for the F-z2 and F-35,
whose engines will be
maintained at Tinker”

Major new construction
at Fort Sill became neces-
sary after the base closure
commission voted in 2005
to relocate the Air Defense
Artillery School and a re-
lated brigade from Fort
Bliss, Texas. The moves
may mean an additional
10,000 active-duty per-
sonnel, students and fam-
ily members at the south-
west Oklahoma post,
which is already home to
the Army Field Artillery
School.

The new Arimed Servie-
es Reserve Centers were
also mandated by the base
closure comumission as
part of a nationwide con-
solidation of Guard and
Reserve training centers,




